Rupture of a jejunal artery aneurysm.
Aneurysm of the superior mesenteric artery or its branches is rare. We herein present a case of a ruptured aneurysm of the jejunal artery, a branch of the superior mesenteric artery, and we also review 19 cases of jejunal artery aneurysm reported in the English literature. A 66-year-old male who had received a fist blow to the face presented in the emergency ward of his local hospital. His physical examination was unremarkable and he went back home after treatment of his facial wound. Two hours later he again visited the hospital, this time for severe abdominal pain, and he was hospitalized for suspicion of an intraperitoneal hemorrhage. Selective arteriography of the superior mesenteric artery revealed a ruptured aneurysm in the first branch of the jejunal artery. An emergency laparotomy was performed, but the patient died 29h after the injury. Because there was no evidence of any trauma to the abdomen, we concluded that the cause of death was exsanguination due to a ruptured aneurysm, and was not directly related to the earlier trauma. This case is considered to be of medico-legal interest regarding whether the rupture resulted from a natural disease or was due to an assault.